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PSALM LXXXVIL 6. 


The Lord ſhall count when he writeth up the peo- 
ple, that this Man was born there. 


I. Here is in all Mankind fo violent an,incli- | 
nation toward mutual Society, that vere 
they ſet looſe from one another, and 
each man might be ſuppoſed to ſtand 
alone, they would be fo tar from a Po- 
ſture of War, and at the firſt fight contending for Superis 
ority and Propriety ( as ſome have vainly conceived ) that 
they would ſoon ſtrive to aſſociate; and contrive _ 
to bring them to each others acquaintance and Converſa- 
tion. | | 

But how forcible ſoever this propenſion in Mankind is, 

yet it being antecedent to humane choice, and common 
to bad men as well as good, it hath conſequently in it no» 
thing truly Gloriotis and Praiſe-worthy ; nor is any man 
Wiſe, Vertuous, or Great, for being thus inclin'd, or for 
ating as he is thus naturally inclined. 

Natural diſpoſitions are uſeful and neceſſary principles 
of ation, by exciting the powers of the Soul, and preſ- 
ſing us forward to aft, and to aftin ſuch a way, and to 
fuck an end as may» befor their gratification: but the aCt- 
ing according to ſuch aa Ui being a following of Na- 


cure, 


Yo, Od. is £ 


_ >." | * +. ( 2 J 
© __ "rure, and in which all men alſo are alike; there muſt be 
ſomewhat elſe that muſt diſtinguiſh one man from another, 
the Wite fromthe Fooliſh, the Vicious from the Vertuous 
herein, and that is the preſcribing ſuch Laws and Meaſures 
- to ſuch indlinations; the diretting them to ſuch ObjeAs and 
Occaſions, as may ſerve to wiſe and good- purpoſes, and 
«which we our ſelves, or others, or both, may be the better 
for. | | 
This is the _deſiga of our preſent meeting; and of re- 
viving that Society (which for about Thirty Years hath 
been diſcontinued) that we who are of the fame Nation, 
and born in the ſame Diviſion of it, may be by this means 
the more united ampng our ſelves,and be rendred more ca- 
pable of being uſeful and helpful to others. A Deſign 
trul and Honourable, and in a fincere Profſecu. 
tion\which, we thall bring Honour to our ſelyes; to our 
iety, to our Country, to owChurch, and: to God 
And ſhall all of us be in a Capacity of having the Text- 
applied in the benefits of it to us; that the Lord ſhall count 
when he writeth up the people,t hat this man was born there. 
This Pſalm hath both a literal arid myſtical ſence; 
In the latter it reſpected the State of the Church under 
the Goſpel (often Prophetically repreſented unger the 
name of $:on) when all Nations ſhould be' brought into 
the Communion of it ; and Rahab and Babylon: ſhall be a. 
NO: them that know God, Verl. 4. In the former ts 
| efince it reſpected the Church of the Fews, and the pro. 
ſperous ſtate it ſhould be reſtored to after the Babyloni/h 
Captivity; and notwithſtanding the deſolation it thereby 
diſtained. According to which Prophetical Scheme, we 
may ſuppoſe the City and T _—_ ſtroyed and ruin'd, 
the Country waſted and depopulated, the people diſperſed 
and Captivated, and the Church of God in a ſeemingly 
. forlora.condition : And yet as deplorable as it was, better 
things were not to be deſpaired of, tor the Country ſhould be 


again 


(3) 
Inhabited;th and. Temple rebuilt; Religion and 
t ar Furxror vow vn rata Yau. or or 


ration and conviction of their rhoſt obſtinate Enemies. his DP 


ſeems to. be the ſubje&t of this Divine Pals, written! on - 
e for the fu and encouragement of thoſe that 


did ſuffer under that fore and intolerable calamity. And 
it contains, ; 

x. 'A Confirmation of this, from the relation which the | 
Church had to God. | 
\.. A Declaration of its Priviledges ariſing from that re 

on. 

3. Here is a Duty inferd from it, that they ſhould 
therefore praiſe God for it, verſ. 7. As well the Singers as - 


—_ Ces id 
ngs are i thee, that is, this 


R_— —— — Profpetiey. at home, doth all proceed pj , 8.25 
26 


from God as the Foxntain of it. 


5 The Conffemation is, firſt, that Goals Founelation s i= 


Mowhraims; verſ. x. There was his Temple brit; 


the plice of Herod abodke. 2dly. it was the place he a: 


bove all delighted in, verſe 2. The Lord loveth the Gates of 
Zion, that is Jeruſalem, more than all the dwellings of Facob, 
therefore'ts called -/he ned of God, Verf. do 4 =, There 
were glotious things to 
be accompliſhed, Mr x” ror ins, thee, 
0 City of God. From all which phos. ae ; on "has be 
and thar the Church of God would revive and flourifh, 
'2. There is a Declaration of the Priviledges,or a ftrther 
deſcription of the proſperous ſtate of things amongſt them. 
1ft. As to what it ſhouſd be im the Judgement of their 
Enemies themſelves. Ver. 4. 7 nil mate mention of Rahab 
and Babylon to, or rather, among (as our former Tranſla- 
tion very well renders it ) them that know, 02 acknowledg 
me ; behold Philiſta, and Tyre , with Ethiopia ; this man was 


a Born there : that is, the Pr Enemies ſhall acknou'- 


2  kege 


HD oa _ cheir | | b- 
E Y Bochart. aud grievous Therm forte Hnſe of Iſrael: Thoſe that ried 
| "ibid. C. 2. them, and thoſe that rejoyced in it, ſhall know.that He i 
| Ezek.28,24. the Lord, and (they go as the - Prophet Ezekiel 
C.25-I5. (ſpeaking of this very h repreſent it., They ſhall 
<-26.3-O+. gif of, rhom account 1 happ ppy Nation , and thoſe an hap- 
py people that he does fo viſibly own, Bleſs, and- Pro- 
tet ; and a Priviledge to any man that he s Born there. 
: This is otherwiſe, but ſomewhat more ceoely's 1 "ay 
| - is: + 4n Zechary, in thoſedays they. /ha/ take hold 
— IE en the Natiows, of the Skirt of him that s a Jew, ſaying, we 


0 with you; for-we have heard that God is with 
rs = ah warn ney Cw deloribedaritresl, 


* by ſhould be, werſ. 5. Of Zion it fhall be ſaid, this aid that 
#: Dr. Ham. #8av was born in her ; and the higheſt himſelf ſhall —_— | 
bbc. ber, when as the word wiz may' ſignify a man-of Emi 
nency and Worth, in oppoſition to 4 in the former Yerſe ; 
So. Fhis. and That ſignifies a multitude : Thus, our. for- 
- mer Tranſlation it, Many are born in her. And-then the 
uaraery Sir of it is, that Jeruſalew and the Nation ſhell a» 
bound with Inhabitants, with men. of renown and emi- 
' Dency, that ſhall be Honourable for Widorn, Virtue, and 


. | F . 
34h. There is a further Declaration of God's favour to- 
wards them, that ſuch ſhould be honoured by him, as in 
the Text, The Lord ſhall count when he writeth up the 
ple, that this man was born there; That is, ſuch ſhall be 
marked out by God, be eſteemed by him, and be Ho 
his ſpecial care and proteftion. For thus do we find:the 
Phraſe uſed, Ezek:. 13.9. where its threatned to the Pro- 
phers that Divine Lies, that they ſhall not be written in the 


writ Ing 


(>5*) o& 
ao_ of the Houſe of Iſrael, neither ſhall they enter into the * 


- Wardsthus explained, I ſhall take occafion to; 
conſider, "We. | boar, 

r. What are the Prviledges of a Place or Country 
that render it"Haonourable,; and transfer an Honour upon 
perſans thereborn.” 1 ot ann bh, _ 

2. What 3s the. right perſons 'owe',-and the: Honour: ' 
they ſhould give'to. their Country... TD 

3 Hiow'far this may. concern us that are met. together: 
upon this occaſion and folemanity. 

- 1. As:to the firſt, 'The A do render a Conn- 
try or Place honourable and. vi , may be-either, na-- 
tural, acquired, or proyidential; - 27 Mae 72 $0 1 val 

1.” Amo the natural extellencies ofa: Place; that 
which firſt ofters it ſelf to our conſideration, is its ſcitua-- 
tion, by means of which it. becomes delightful, fruitful, 
and ſecure, For 'ar inſtance- in this, we: need look no; 
further than the ſubjeQ of this P/aim, viz. the Land of: 
Canaan, Which was remarkable for the. aforeſaid advan-- 
tages, and is therefore deſervedly called the Pleaſant Land; 
Dan. 8. 7: Pleaſant it was in regard of its Scituation, being, 
in the middle of the then known World, and-in the 
fourth Climate of the Seven ( which Prolomy divided the 
Earth into, as it that-time was) and ſo was as temperate 
in its Air, as convenient to ſerve the ends of D.vine Prc=-- 


4 
| 


videnee, which was from thence to diſperſe the knowledg, 1g, 2. 2:. 


of himſelf among-all Nations. | 

Pleaſant it was.in reſpect of its fertility, of which -we 
have a full and exceHent deſcription,. Dear. 8. 7, &c. and 
an effectual demonſtration of the- truth of what is-there - 
faid of it, a Land wherein thou ſhalt eat Bread without ſcarce - 
neſs, thou ſhalt not lack any thing. in-it, when though it 
extended not much above Two hundred Miles-in length, . 
and Eighty in breadth, could maintain its numerous Itha-. 

bitants;, 


2 2 Sam. 24.9. 


_x.'Kings 4. 
20, 21. 


6") 
bitants,: of the vaſtneſs of which, we may. conceive by 
the computation of Fighting-men alone, made in' the 
time of 'David, which - amounted to a Million and three 


+ hundred thouſand. | 


And as Canaan was thus plealant, fo is was alfo ſecure, 
being compaſſed with Mountains; to the Norrh were Z- 
banus, and Antilibanus ; to the Eaſt, Gilead 'and Fiermon ; 
(Pſalm 89. 13. Y andtheMountains 'of Meab ; to the Sourh, 
the Mountains of Jadab;*to the Weſt, thoſe” of Ephraim 
and Carmel; and where it was without, it hatl the great 
Sea. ; | 

And what Canaan was to the then known world, that 
was Jeruſalem to Canaan, being planted near the middle of 
the Land; therefore its ſaid ro be in the midft of the.Na= 
tions and Countries round bout her, Zzet. 5:5: *And to 
be beautiful for ſcituation, Pſad. 48. 3. It was alſo ſecure, 
as.conſiſting of ſeveral Hilts withm, and compalled with 
them round about, as we are: told, Pal. 145.2. only to- 
ward the No tb, from whence atsfaid to be on the fidesof 
the North, Pſal. 48.3, and fa. 14. 1. as it had a freer 
proſpe& to that Quarter, and not becauſe Sion was on the 
—_ ſide of Jeruſalem, as ſome Learned ' men have 

rt. | : 1,7 1 d 

' 2. There are things acquired and accidental, -which 
render a Countrey or place valuable ; that belong not to it 
as ſuch a particular place, but are owing eirher to the in- 
duſtry and providence , the valour and condu&t of the4n- 
habitants, of"to ſome unſeen and indiſernible cauſes. Of 
this kind are Dominion, Wealth, and -Populouſneſs; 
for all which the Land of [-ae/ was famous in the time 
of Solomon, who Reigned over all Kingdoms from the River 
Euphrates »nto the Border of Egypt ; and had fo many Sub- 


jeQs, that they were innumerable; and m that reſpect as 
Cap. 10.21. the Saud which Why the Sea in' Multitude; and theſe Subjets 


foenriched, that Silver in thoſe days was nothing accounted of. 
| ht "i Ot 


| (7 } | "4 
Of this ſort isLearning and Knowledge, for which .F- Herod. lib. 3 
gyt fivſt (faid to be the antzent Nurſery and Mother of Scien. 2- C. 27. 
ces) and Greece afterwards were highly honoured and com- Act. 7. 21. 
But that which above all makes a Country truly honoura- 
ble,is the Vertue and Piety of the people,and the care taken 
for the enco ent and preſervation of it by good Laws, 
and a vigorous Execution of them.The natural advantages 
of a Country are common to the fooliſh as well as the wile, 
the ſlothful asthe induſtrious: and of theſe that are acquired, 
ſome (as Dominion and Wealth) are obtained by Boldneſs 
and Power, Fraud and Injuſtice, or ſtumbled upon by 
chance and caſualty. But the Vertues of a Nation are truly 
their own,and make it Great and Noble wherever it is, and 
proſperous and ſucceſsful, for the moſt part,in whatever it un- 
dertakes. It was an Honour to be a Roman,when that people 
were (as the Hiſtorians report)vertuous,not more by Laws $Saluſt.' Bt. 
than Inclination : when in the firſt place they were de. Car. V. Max... 
vout in their Religion, juſt unto their Enemies, and friend- 1. c. x. n. g. 
lytoall ; when whatever Wars and Cententions they had 
abroad, there was no other amongſt themſelves,than who 
ſhould excced in things great and generous. -Nay, it was 
more an honour tobe then a Denizon of Rome, and a Na» 
tive of that Country, than when in future times it was 
made an honour by a Law, and by reafon of its Privitedges 
was a Freedom worth the obtaining with a great Sum. ACt. 22.27; . 
The Franchiſes and Immunities may be purchaſed, or | 
deſcend upon a perſon (as it was with St. Pa) by Birth: 
- bur Vertue grows upon another Stock, and Teh proper 
Fruitof their own care, and hath fo great an influence up-- 
on, and «doth fo diſcernibly conduce to the welfare of 
Mankind, andthe good of Societies, . that it makes a way' 
for it ſelf, and is more victorious than the Arms of a Na- 
tion ; and whom theſe do leave un cd, that doth 
often overcome. . So true 1s that. of the' Wile man, Righ. 
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Yo roſs exalteth a Nation, -and doth beget reverence, ho- 
- nour, and I may add, ſafety, wherever it is. But on. the 


other ſide, be a Nation never ſo much exalted by Domini- 
on and Power, Opulency and Wealth, and all other advan- 
tages, whether natural or acquired, and wanting in that 
moral accompliſhment , that it be faithleſs and perfidious, 
inſolent and proud, luxuriousand effeminate, theſe Vices 
prove like Weeds in a fertile Soyl, that overtop the uſeful 
Plants that are therein, which make it rather a Wilderneſs 


- thanan Zdey, and the people to be like the Cuſhites, who,in 
"Scripture, are ſaid to be ſtrong and numerous, but withal 


very Baſe and Contemptible. - For as Righteouſneſs exalteth 
a Nation, ſo Sin is a reproach to any Peaple ; and as they 
degenerate in their manners, ſo they do decline in their E- 
ſteem, and conſequently in their Power and Dominion.For 
Reputation is the ſtrength of a Nation ; and the Reputa- 
tation of it depending upon its Vertue;the one muſt conſe- 
quently decline with the other, and make Them in time 
as little feared as they are reverenc'd by their Neighbors; 
and then all the Policy and Power of the World cannor 
ſecure them, who having caſt away their beſt defence, 
by their Vices, make themſelves firſt the Triumph of 
their Enemies ſcorn, and then of their Arms.So that every 
Nation is ſecure according to its Reputation,and is in Reputa- 
tion according to its Vertue : Let itbe loſt to Vertue, its 
loſt to its Reputation ; let it beloſt to its Reputation , it 
is loſt toits peace and ſecurity alſo, and hath laid its ſelf o- 
pen to its Enemies; or.in want of ſuch, doth by degrees 
diſſolve of it ſelf,and run into confuſion.But then much more 
is this true,if we conſider the World with reſpeCt 10 Divine 
Providence, which doth Crown the Vertues and Piety of 
a People with ſucceſs and honour ( for which reaſon a- 


De civ Ji, mongſt others, St. Auſtin faith, the ancient Romans were 
| ; made Great and Victorious)but doth render Vice and Irreli- 
gion miſcrabl#and infamous, and ſooner or later doth pub- 


lickly 


( (91) q 
lickfy dethrone it by itsall-powerfijl and irreſiſtible hand ; \ 
verifying —_— God once declared ; Them that 1 Same.30. 
honour me 1 will honour; and they that deſpiſe me ſhall be 
lightly efteemed. 

3. There are things providential that do ennoble a 
Place or Country, of this we have an inſtance before us 
in the Land of  Fudea, which God did chooſe out of the 
World to be the place of his ſpecial refidence, and in the 
whom he choſe, (exerciſing over them a Theocrati- 
cal and Divine Government) to be his Inheritance ; from | 
whence that was called an Holy Land, they a Holy Peo- Zech. 2. 12: 
ple, and their Cities, Holy Cities: By which means they Deur. 7. 6. 
were inveſted with ſeveral Priviledges. Oc 


As firſt they had his fpecial Aſiſtance and Prote&tion, 
by which , they drove out the old Inhabitants (as long 
as they continued ſtedfaſt in their Religion) without an 
confi le oppoſition ; and were ſecured in the poſlefi- 
on of it, notwithſtanding the ill-will, and power, the ſub- 
tle praCtices and attempts of their Enemies ; who were ei- 
ther over-ruled, or defeated by the ſpecial interpoſal of 
Divine Providence. Hence God is faid todoall for them, Plalm 147. 
to firengthen the Bars of their Gates, and make peace in their 14- 
Borders,to break the Arrows of the Bow,the Shield, the Sword, Palm 76: 1. 
and the Battel : And all is faid to be iflued from the place © 50-2: 
of his —— A 5” 
2dly. They ereby a greater priv iledge, which Rom. 9. 4- 
_ was the Knowledge of the wy God, and what was ac- 
ceptable to him. To them pertained the. Adoption, and the 
Glory (the Shechina, or Divine preſence) 7he Covenants, the 
giving of the Law,and the Service of God and the Promiſes. And 
when ſuch was the Cirty,fuch the Country,fuch the people, 
ſuch their Relation to God and ſuch their Priviledges by ver- 
tue of it;others'muſt necds ay Hayy it bby: peeple whoſe God pe ; " 
is the Lord, and think it - tle honour tobe one of that 
number 


Iſai. 64. To! 


i Per. 2. 9. 


(ret ) 


_ number; and him him happy of :whond it could be Rid; 


This Man was Born there. | 

But this 'priviledge did: not. die with' that State. of 
thingsforwhat rae! was then to the reſt ofthe World,that 
15 now the Church of God, to thoſe that are out of it;that is 
Chriſtianity to Judaifm,Turcyme,Heatheniſme:And all the 
tavours and priviledges belonging to that people heretofore 
are transfer'd upon Chriſtians,who are as the Apoltle ſaith, 
(applying their Phraſes to this purpoſe) 4 choſen-Generation, 
a Royal Prieſthood, an holy Nation, a peculiar. People, So that 
it 15 now as much a priviledge to fy with retpett to the 
Church: of God, or a Nation in which that is placed, and 
the Goſpel received, 7his man was Born there, as it was in 
thoſe times,with reſpeCt to that Nation or City,where God 
was more eſpecially reſident. And truly what'a Church 
is tono Church, that,in proportion, is a true and found 
Church to a falſe Church, and a Church dangerouſly Cor- 
rupted; and ſo much is it the honour and the priviledge of 
a perſon Bornthere,where the Word of God is truly taught, 
the Sacrameuts rightly and purely Adminiftred; and the: . 
Worſhip ſolemnly performed, above what it is;to be born 
and Educated in a Church, where Idolatry and Superſti 
tion is Embodied into the Worſhip, and falſe Principles arc 
received into the Doftrine of it. From. whence we may 
eaſily obſerve what an advantage we-do enjoy that are horn 
in the Church of God, beyond thoſe that know. not the 
Truth ; and what it is: that-we-do enjoy, in the Com- 
munion of our Church, which they do want that are 
born and bred up in. the Bofom 'and Communion of the 
corrupted and degenerate Church' of Rowe. This is-our 
honour and priviledge ; and this doth lay no ſmall obli- 
gation upon us: And. what that is, I come in the next 
place to enquire. 2 

2, What is the right perſons owe, and what honour 

they - ſhould give to the Land or place of their. Nativity. 


% 
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ful: So the Poctobſerved of old. 


D ( rx: 
When ſome of the wiſeſt and beſt amongſt the Heathen, 
ſuch ns Socrates, uſed to call themfelves 'C:tizens of the 
World, as if they own'd no relation to a particular place, 
it was only to blame that ſelfiſhneſs too common amongſt 
men, by which they did not care what wrong they did to 
others, provided they and theirs were fecured ; but it was 
not to condemn that affetion which mankind generally 
hath to the particular place of their Nativity ang abode. 
This I think is well repreſented by that great Philoſopher 


as: well as Emperor, who. faith, My City and Country, as lib.6.n.44, 


Autoninus, x Rome ; as a May, its the World. For their 
Relation to the World did no more leſſen a due affe&tion 
and care to their own particular Country or Birth-place, 
than he could be- ſuppoſed to caſt of all regard to Anton 
was,' becauſe he conſidered himſelf as a Man. . Or hows 
ever natural /inclinations:do not ſtand or fall by the Max- 
ims and Reafonings of Philoſophers ; but as long as men 
be men, -and that there is ſuch a thing-as. a Relation be- 
twixt men and men, or men and places, there will con- 
ſequently be affeftions in them ſutable to thoſe Relations 
in which they are. From hence it is, that Parents and 
Children are naturally prone interchangeably to love.cach 
other ; and,to go no further, that mankind hath a reſpe& 
and afieCtion for the place in which'they were born; and 
for the people, \more or lefs, amongſt whom they received 
their Life 'and Education, - From whence this proceeds, 
whether from propriety, or the poſſeſfion it took of their 
firſt thoughts, -and earlieſt affections; or from uſe which 
-retiders things connatural to us;..is not ſo eafic to reſolve, 
as it is to-obſerve the: potency-of this afteftion :. When, 
whatever the Country maybe, ſubje&t never ſo much to 
the extreams of heat and cold (it there be in it things 
neceſſary for ſubſiſtence ) men generally rather chuſe the 
quiet enjoyment bf their own, than to have their portion 
iwy.another.that 1s 1n_it ſelf far more \ OY and delighr- 
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| Quid melius Roma? Seythico quid frigore pejus > 
 Huc tamen ex illa Barbarus urbe fugit. 


What more deligh#ful than Rome > What leſs than Scythia?- 
And yet the Barbarous Native forſakes that for this. 

Let it be the Country of the Samoiedes, where for Six 
Months of the year they have one continued Night; 
and are ſhut up in their pitiful Huts half under ground, 
yet the Inhabitants prefer their manner of. life before the 
—_ of a better Climate, as a. modetn Traveller re- 

tes. * k 1 

So that there is no Country ſo bad; which thoſe that 
are there born do not generally chuſe: And there is no 
Country fo bad, but has a right and duty owing to. it 
from ſuch as were born there ; Therein verifying that 
of Seneca, Nemo patriam, quia' magna oft, amat, ſea quia- 
ſua: No man loves bu Country becauſe its.great or noble, but 
becauſe it is bis: A Duty ſo neceſlary and obliging, that it 
hath been thought nothing could be too dear to part with, 
nothing too di to be undertaken for itswellfare and 
fecurity-; that Parents and Children, Life and'Eftate were 
to be 7m in-ſonoble a cauſe. 0 prm_ __ que 
mature debita, pro. patria eft potifſomam reddita. 'O I 
that death, which Sb ln i laid down for the 
Country; before" the other calls for it; ſaid the Orator. 

But. it is not my intent; as-well-as it is not ſo much to- 
my purpoſe, to conſider in general what is due to one 
Nation in: oppoſition/to:another ; to-the Land of our Na- 
tity in oppoſition. to-what ' is not; (ſince we. are here 
aſſembled only as a-fmall part of the-whole) as what is 
due to any place which. we have a relation-to by: birth 
and; education, whether it be a Nation; or. Country, or 
City,. or whatever 975 25 or. 1cls. it may. be cir- 
cumſcribed AX A ich there is an —_ | 


which eyery man doth give, that diſcharges the duty be. _ . . © +* 
longing his place and ſtation with Et = , F: 
rity; and like a Py man and a Chriſtian, 
linefs and worldly laſts, doth troe ſoberly, right 
godlily in this prifent world, For as I have A. 
that Virtue and Piety are the Honour of a Nation, Fa F%s 
that would do honour to his Country mult live vertuoufly. 
and piouſly. - Other things we may-receive from That,. 
as Birth, a temperament of Body, ſome diſpoſitions of. 
mind, priviledges and immunities, reſpe& derived fron 
Anceſtors. Theſe are atlvantages we receive from That,. 
and:ſo cannot honour that by them; but piety and vertue 
are our own; and when we are eminent in theſe, the ho- 
nour of it redounds to our Country and all that we are- 
related to, For the former we are beholding to our A qa 
try 4 but for the latter our Sonny be beholding | 
And thisvs it that we fhould all aſpire _ has | 
we may rather chuſe to do Honour to our SP. than: 
depend upon any Honour or Advantage from it ; | 
+ Like Themiſtocles, that when told by a Native of. the Tf 
Seriphus ( a place ſo craggy and. defolite; that Malefa--. 
Qors were Baniſhed thither ) that he had his glery from- 
his Country, and not from himſelf, replied,  7had bees: 
a Seriphian, 7 bad been Noble and Great ; but if thou badſt 
been ax Athenian, thou would have been Baſe and diſhonauws © 
rable, It is;not in-our power. to chuſe where we will te - kd 
born,. or from ' what ſtock "to derive- our ſelves} this-we + | 
to cho hacker we 7 will K-15, gland te in our == "ES 
to W we-will 4 
we 4 Non and our Co - To he. ; 
_— the Hebrews, a Romav, and 4 Schollar of the phit. 3-55. 
ow Gamaliet, were PAVeeges St. Paul. owed. tochis per 
education; but-to.lzue is 
pr rity 7a to dolike- Agoſto Chill, Atta 23:14. 
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” > Cor. x5. atid to Zabour in that Office more abundantly than al, was 
19. 4n Honour that he brought to 7arſws, to Feruſalew, and 
was'therein more an honour to them than they could be 

to him. Men may be honourable by what they rective 

from their Country, but they are more honourable for 

things that are honourable theyorld over, and will 

make them honourable where-ever they are : And its by 

the ſame that they do honour their Country , by the 

things; I fay, they receive not, more than by what they 

do receive from it. And therefore he that would ſtudy 

fo to do ( as every one ſhould ) let him begin here, 'and 

firſt of all to learn to be pious and virtuous as to himſelt, 

Adts 24. 16. good and uſeful to others, and in all,- ts have a conſcience 
void of QF — e roward God and toward men, and he will des 

ſerve well of his Country, and in the higheſt ſence be an 

honour to it. But'on the other ſide, if theſe be negle&t- 

ed, and Virtue and Pi _ be the laſt things taken into 
conſideration, the more honourable their Country is, the 

more blame-worthy are they that do thus detra&t from 

the hcnour of it; ard as much as in them lies, fob it of 

that it hath before acquired. . Greece was famous for a 

Country, Crete for an Iſland, Athens for a City and a 

lace 0 Learnivg: ' But what a diſparagement was .it to 

7 ve. it faid of the people of the firſt, that they were 
Valer. Max, falſe and perfidious? of the ſecond; 'that the Athenians had 
" 1s. excellent Laws, but”: a diſpoſitions'> And of the laſt, 
"Tit. x. 22, fhat the gh were L my G&c? Let a Country be like . 


Lands, and a Land flowing with 
irants, [like the Canaan- 


corrupted, 1-7 


Pg weafo'y = 04 he Magl 
Lev. 18.28. 7.1 will ſpue ebopugtoor trereog ry ory 
to be bioted out of their Records and Memorials, _ 
never to be mentionef, but as a certain Family is in our 
Nation , 'with'a Coby 4 the Hiſtorian, Nomes weruſte 
familia, verum jam dannat# memorie. Sich as do _ 
the 
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the Laws of God and: Men, by a vicious life, and'inſas 
mous aQts, ' do' diſgrace their Nature and their Country, 
themſelves and their relations, do diſparege the ſtock and 
theycame from: And let them ſpeak never fo 
much in behalt of it, do in effet with Coriplanus turn 
_ their Arms upon their Country ; | And inſtead of being. 
Friends to it, are the -worſt of Enemies, ſince they joyn - 
ingratitude to their other faults, and take life from that 
( for ſuch is -honour -to a Country) which gave it to 
them. What is it then, for a" perſon to'plead the benefit 
of his Country, andlaurich out in! commendations of that, 
or himſelf from his Relation to- it, if inthe mean time, 
he doth take from -himſelf that honour which it - doth 
give; and doth more diſgrace that by. his ill qualities and 
bad ations, than-that can honour him by all the advan- 
tagesit may otherwiſe juſtly chim,orhe may chkim from it. 
Since of the- two, it's far - more honourable and glorious 
to be a Scythian and Barbarian by Country, and a wiſe Phi- 
loſopher as Anacharfis, than to be born in Athexs and be a 
{ſtupid'Me/tides ; better be a Galilean, and a Diſciple of the 
Holy Jeſus, than to be born in an Imperial City, with Jul/av 
and be an Apoſtate from Chriſtianity ; better be found in 
the roll of thoſe, that from an obſcure place and conditi- 
on, from a Townthat was kttle among the thouſands of Tw- 
dah, and from'the Sheepfold , with David, have advanced 
—_— their prudence and diligence, their vertue 
and piety, than of thoſe that amidſt the advantages of 
Birth, Country and Education, have degenerated from all, 
and become like the Sons of the great Scipio and Fabius, 
the one of which. was not ſuffered-to wear ina Aing the 
Effigies, nor the other to inherit the goods of his Father. 
The latter are a diſgrace to their Country, and ſuch as. 
their Friends, their kamily, their Birth-place are aſhamed 
to own : But the former 'do ennoble their Country and 
condition; and what is wanting in thoſe to a perſon, he - 

, makes. 


Nahum 3.8. 
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| makes up in himſelf to them; and. hke'the ſpiritual: ſeed 
of . Abraham, though raiſed ont of the Stones, are far to be 
-preferd before thoſe that proceeded from his Loins. 


Such a man is in truth, what a Jew or a Rowan 
by priviledge, Free and Great, wherever he is; aad 
ever hisCountry is, how deſpicable and baſe foever, though 
it be like /fria, which the Yevetians were formerly forced 
to hire perſons to live in, he will bring an honour to it,* 
and it ſhall be faid, with reputation to that as well as him- 
ſelf, This man was born there. - | _ 

Indeed, 4s whatever. our Country's, it ſhould be as our 
Parents, a-like dear to us, fo we be as Children to 
their Parents, a-like dutiful to that ;. that fo if that be dil. 
honourable, we may be an honour to that; if that - be 
bonourable and valuable we may not be a diſhonour' to 
that. And if there be an obligation upon perſons to Vir. 
tue and Piety, whatever their is; for the Reaſons 
aboveſaid, then ſurely itsa right and duty we owe to our 
Nation, and the Land of our Nativity, as we are Engliſh- 
men : A Land that is great in every thing but extent, and 
what it wants in'that, has in its fertility and fecuritY (the 
Sea being a Rampart to it ; as the Scripture faith: of Ne.) 
A Land that is greater in its Conſtitution and Government, 
which, by its excellent Laws and Adminiſtration, o et- 
ſeQtually provides for the ſecurity, quiet and comfort of 
the people, that of' no Nation under Heaven may it be 
better ſaid, that every Man may fit under bis Vive and under 
hy figtree. A Land that is ſtill-greater for the Church of 
Glemairy of Workip, and ol advanmges br Pry, may 

ity of Worſhip, antages tor Pity, may 
compare with, if it doth not exceed any Church upon 
the face of the Earth. So that if Plenty and Security, 
wholeſom Laws and a wiſe Conſtitution, and the bleſſed 
effefts of good Government in the State : If helps to 


knowledge, and means and encourggements to Piety Pa 
| e 


| (17) 'FR7 "Ns 
the Chtirch, can render a Country valuable, or j& + 
Nation happy ; Ours is the Country , and we are: 
the Nation. If the being born in ſuch a Country, 
Edhncated in ſuch a Church, Dwelling in ſuch a Nati- 
on, can lay an Obligation upon people and perſons, . : 
we are the people and perſons .that are fo obliged. F 
What may not then God Almighty, the giver of eve- | 
ry good gift, expect from us by way of thanktulneſs 
and acknowledgment for ſuch 'Temporal and Spiritu- 
al Mercies ? What may not the World expett from 
us by way of Improvement 2 What -may not the 
Church of God expe& from us in a way of .Excm- 
plary Piety and Holineſs2 What may not our Go- 
vernours expe&t from us in our Peaceableneſs and * 
Loyalty What may we notexpett from one another 
in Juſtice,Friendſhip, and ity? What may we not 
expect ſrom our ſelves, and what will not our own 
Conſciences require of us in Duty to God and to o- 
thers > And what an account for all muſt we expect 
to give another day, when God ſhall Fudge the World 
in Righteouſneſs: It God hath not dealt ſo with any Na- 
tion, how inexcuſable are we, if we are, after all, a 
Nation void of Counſel, and a People of no Underſtanding? 
And how may we expett to find that verified in the 
concluſion, therefore he that made, and thus dignifyed 27% Bhs 
them, will not have Mercy on them; and he that formed 
them will ſhew them no favour. So much is priviledge 
and duty interwoven, and ſo much the more are we 
obliged to the latter, as we do receive of the former, 
But though theſe are the Bleflings we enjoy in com- 
mon with the reſt of our Nation, yet there are ſome 
things in that part of it, which we oweour Birth and 
much of our Education to, that all of the fame Nati- 
on enjoy not in common with us; A--County ns 
ath 


% 
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Sth in it things fo remarkable,as would alone” be ſuffi- 
cient to have entertained you,and ſpent the time up- 
on: Butiris not fit for this place, nor will it anſwer 
the-honeſt and good end for which we are now al. 
ſembled, to make the place of our Birth, the Subje&t 
of a Panegyrick. And therefore I: ſhall only ſelect 
from the reit,what the P/a/m may put us in mind of, 
and may ſerve toenforce our Duty upon us. 

1. We may conſider. the Situation of Ncrthamp- 
ton-Shire, which is to the reſt of England, as Jeruſalem 
was to Caraas, and Canaan. to. the reſt of the then 
known World, placed in the middle and heart of 
it ; and to: ſuch an advantage, that from one 
Hill in it there ſpring three Rivers, viz. Cherwel, 
Leam, Avon, that diſcharge themſelves. into three 
ſeveral Seas, as the Hiſtorians do obſerve. From which 
ſituation it hath the fitteſt opportunity of commu- 
nication with the other parts of the Nation,and fetch- 
ing from thence what may be for its uſe and benefit. 
But, 

2. However, this it hath. the leſs need of from the 
fertility of the Soyl, and the plenty of all things ne- 
ceſſary for Life that 1t-is ſtored-with: So that: as it is 
with the Rivers of it thatariſe all within its own Bow- 
els ( in which alfo it reſembles Canaay, properly fo 
called)communicating their ſtreams to'many Countrys 
but receiving from none; fo it is with the Cou 
itſelf, that from its ſtore doth ſend forth to others, 
but hath no dependence upon any, nor doth ordinari- 
ly ſtandinneed to crave help from them. | 

.We may add to this the variety that is in it(there- 
an [ke to Canaan) which doth not a little contribute 
to the delightſomneſs of it, being partly for profit, 
partly for. pleaſure; and yet that variety ſo intermixed, 

that 
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that the places made more eſpecially for delight have. 


their profit, and thoſe that yield the greateſt _m_ 
are not without their delights alſo : the conſiderati» 
on of all which will juſtify the Charadter given-of it 
by a Modern Hiſtorian ( who: elſe from his relation 
toit,might be thought too favourable) that Northamp- 
tow-Shire isas an Apple without a Core tobecut, or Rind 


fo pare away. 


4: Its nolittle Commendation to it, if we conſider 
that its not only very populous, 'but the people ge- 
nerally are very induſtrious, and whoſe employment 
being for the moſt part in Tillage and Paſturage,bring 
them within the eſtimate of Ariſtotle, who faith with 
reſpect to thoſe two waysof living, that they are the 
happieſt people that have from their Labour as much as is 
hnfien for Life, and yet they cannot be Idle. 

But then there isnot only, in the firſt ſence of the 
Phraſe, this and that Man for Multitude ; but alto, 
in the latter ſence of it, this and that Man for eminen- 
cy in Quality and Condition. It we view the 
Country within, it abounds ſoin Gentry and Nobility, 
that the great Geographer of our Nation doth give 
it this Charafter, Nobilium villis Excultifima ; - or as 
the Hiſtorian fore-recited doth expreſs it, No Coun- 
try hath more Noblemen, no Noblemen fairer Habitations. 

Confider we it again,abroad we ſhall find it,not only 
to ſend forth its Colonies (of which this Aſſembly 1s 
an inſtance) but alſo there. have been many amongſt 
them (as — be ſhewed)- that have proved 
eminent in their Station and Employment, both in 
Church and State. 

Let me laſtly obſerve to you the Genius of the 
people in ge numerous Foundations, for Piety and 

* D 2 Charity. 
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rity. In the former of which, there is no County 
in Exg/and, that in on obſervation by Reading or 


otherwiſe, doth exceed, or ſo. much as equal it; and' 
that in the circumference of One hurflred andnine- 
teen Miles ( which is: the compaſs of the Shire ) can 
ſhew Three hundred twenty fix Pariſh Churches; 
or that at one ſtand. can preſent Thirty to the Eye 


of the SpeQator,. from the Villages planted round 
about, as ours is. obſerved to do. 


From all which conſiderations that thus do tranſ- 
fer an- Honour to the place of our Birth, there is 
' ( as far as ſuch a Relation'can do it) an Honour 
transfer'd to thoſe that are there Born; and conſe- 
quently there is an obligation upon ſuch ( as in the 
x war of this Diſcourſe has been fhewed ) to do 
ſomewhat that may tend to the honour of that; and 
to forbear whatever may be to the diſparagement of 
it , and- render them unworthy of that CharaQer, 
and of the Relation they have toir: - 

And that. you of this Society may be the more en. * 
couraged to do what becomes you (who by your 
appearance here upon this occaſion do intend an Ho- 
nour to your Country)I ſhall'add fomewhat to what 
has been already ſaid-in General upon the Argument; 
and that I may do fo- with the greater freedom and 
aſſurance, ſhall take my rife from the Tickets ſent a- 
broad for our Invitation: to this place and folemnity, 
in which it was declared that this Society was. revi- 
ved for the promoting of m_ | 

A defign truly worthy and great, and fo much the 
more fit to be revived, as there is ſo little of that ex- 
ecllent Ingredient in ſuch meetings,that (however they 
may be called) for the want of it, can hardly deſerve 
the name of Societies. And that I may the more 


clearly 
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clearly and effeftually enlarge upon this Subje&, 1 
ſhall reduce what have toſay, to Union among your 
ſelves, Charity towardsthole that want, and Sobri. 
ety in your Entertainments. <_) 

x. That which: ought in the firſt place to be conſe 
deredby you's Union amongſt your felves, without 
which, Societies muſt diſſolve, and the ends of them 
cannot be promoted or attained. - 

There is no ſadder obje&t to a Chriſtian and peacea- 
ble mind, toone that knows how much love and 
Good-will, Meekneſs and Patience are the Duties and 
the Ornament, the Priviledge and Bleſling of our 
Religion,than the diviſions that are at preſent amongſt 
us in this Nation, not only Ephraim and Manaſſeth 2- 

ainſt Judah, but Jadah againſt Judah ; there being 
carcely ( as its {aid) a County, Town, or Village. 
but what is divided againſt its ſelf, and ſuffers 
under the Malignant influence of theſe Exaſper: t » 
ons. . 

A fad prognoſtick or fore-runner at preſent, and 
if not timely prevented, a neceſſary cauſe of Ruin 
and Deſtruftion, according tothat obſervation of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, Every Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf, is 
brought to deſolation ; — City or- Houſe drvided 
againſt its ſelf, ſhall not ſtand. Matth. 12. 25. 

There needs then no Low to combine againſt us, 
no Skill or force to deftroy us, for by mutual 
conl(Þ:;acies. againſt each other, and endeavours to 
wea.;en and deſtroy our- ſelves, we: ſhall like Caro 
preveat the Arms of our Adverſaties, and dye by 
our own. , And They- may with more fafety to them- 
ſelves,and with more advantage to their Cauſe obſerve 
our mutual animoſities, than interrupe them, and 
take us. off | from the violent proſecution, of , them by 
D 2. diſplaying 
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m0} own Banners,and toldly Though us 
jE 


to diſpute it with themſelves, And yet though there 
is nothing that ſhould be more induſtriouſly pr out 
of, nor ſooner baniſhed from Societies, becauſe no- 
thing is more the bane of them, than this temper, 
yet; it too much entertained is and cheriſhed. amongſt 
them; and no ſoonercan perſons come together upon 
any good and worthy deſign, than they become clans 
and Parties among(t themſelves, and what were in- 
tended, and ſhould have been the means of a happy 
Union , have become the woful Nurſeries of diſcord 
and Diſfenſion. 

Bus, Beloved, whatever may have been the fad 
fate of others, T hope better things of you, and that 
you that are of the ſame Country by Birth, the ſame 
City by Habitation, and meer by joynt conſent upon 
ſo generous and Chriſtian a deſign of Charity, will 
take all due care to prevent and baniſh from 'among(ſt 
. you all ſuch evil principles of FaQtion and Turbulency, 
and avoid all fuch provocations as may obſtruct it, 
and take you off from the juſt proſecution of it: That 
you that in the firſt place Nrofch to honour God, by 
your appointed Aſſembly here for Divine Worſhip, 
and inthe next, to-do good to others, will do both 
by an happy Union- amongſt your ſelves. 

And therefore ſince there is nothing, perhaps,that 
doth more cheriſh and keep up our differences than 
new invented 'names(which I ſhall not fo far honour as 
to mention in'this Holy Place and Service) by which 
thoſe that were really "no otherwiſe diſtinguiſhed 
are too often —_ , and that men may and 
y to the wrongas tothe right; 
£ 


do, too much "pp 
let it be your reſolution and praftice to lay them a- 


ſide, and leave them in the Streets, without giving 
them 
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them admiſſion into your Society. - That there ma 
be no others than what will in converſation diſtingui 
an Honeſt man from a Knave, in the State a Loyal 
perſon from'a Rebel: And I wiſhthere were no need of 
any more in the Church than what would diſtinguiſh 
a Proteſtant from a -Papiſt,or rather that there were 
no ſuch diſtin&ion at all, but that we all might re- 
turn to the primitive ſtate and temper, when all of 
the ſame Religion were known by the one name of 
Chriſtians ; and the Church of God.- all the. World 
over being purged from bad principles, Superſtition, 
and Idolatry , truly ſo called, (which at preſent 
diſtinguiſh and divide the Church of Rome from 
the Church of England, and from other Reformed 
Churches) and from all Schiſm, and Faction that. di. 
vide us amongſt our ſelves, we may 'come to be one 
Fold and Flock, under the one Shepherd and Biſhop of 
our Souls, the Bleſſed: Jeſus, Foh. 10.16. 1 Pet. >. 
25. But though this is a State of things that we 
may rathcr deſire than expe, and isnot to be brought 
about without the wonderful Providence of Al- 
mighty God ; yet let us next to our Prayers; that 
this Kingdom of God may come, uſe our endeavour. to 
make up the differences that are amongſt us an” e- 
fleftual obſtruftion thereunto. | | 
This is a work may become the wiſeſt of men, 
and will indeed try the Skill of thoſe that are moſt 
acquainted with the paſſions of humane Nature, 
and the State of Aﬀairs in the World, to proſecute, 
and Accompliſh ; when notwithſtanding all the 
attempts made toward it, it has -yet remained forthe 
moſt part as it was. And therefore, when all the 
Arguments taken from Divine, Moral, or Poktical 


reaſons have not ſucceeded, why ſhould we _—_ 
that. 


(24) 
that which is Artificial; which may ſerve as Mechari- 
cal ways doin ſome Operations, where Rational 
Methodical Applications fail. | | | 
When a Prince of the Family of Orange was ſmb'd by 
the Murtherous hand of a gw Aſlaſin, and- all * 
the Art and Medicines the Chyrurgions could uſe, 
ſtop'd not the Flux of Blood that Iſſued from the 
Orifice of the Wound, - they took another way, -and 
ſtop'd it with the preſſure of mens Thumbs , till 
they had turned the courſe of Blood. And when we ſee 
-- that all the meansand preſcriptions uſed by good men 
amongſtus,cannot ſtop the Flux of that Virulent hu- 
mour of ſtrife and contention, let us try the artificial 
way before propoſed, and obſtinately refolve to for- 
bear ſuch Names as may- well be conceived do- add 
no little fuel and flame to our diflenſions : - Thoſe 
names I ſay, that divide between the Honeſt and 
the Honeſt, the Peaceable and the Peaceable; the 
Loyal and the Loyal, and thoſe thatare of the ſame 
Communion and Church, from thoſe that are in all 
points of that Communion. 

This is a courſe that all may- obſerve, the Simple 
as well as the Gentle; and he that nnderſtands little of 
the State of Humane affairs as well as he that under- 
ſtands much. And therfore,if it be a means proper 
thereunto, no Chriſtian ſhould, and no one. that 
wiſhes well unto our Siov, and prays for the Peace of 
Feruſalem, will omit. 

Now whether this be a means proper or no, be- 
comes not me tobe magiſterial and poſitive in ({{ince 
it isa means rather Prudential than Theological) but 
I ſhall leave it to theJudgement of all Pious-and Pea- 
ceable perſdns- to conlider, and the Experience of 
Mankind to anſwer for. Fn 


C953. | 
\/And-that I fhalt produce a molt. emitient example 


of from the Hiſtory of /raly.The toryofthe Gue/fr-and 
. Gibellenev is well known to. CC _—_ ſtate 
of  thirips that 1{fued-upon--it.: Some ſay: (tliough 
probably it.was otherwiſe)\ that-the dpute beg be- 
ewixt.two Brothers of thoſe names, the one contend- 

ing for: the right of: the Emperour , the .other--for 
hat of the Pope. :-But:it:ſoon ſet City" City, 
Province againſt Province, and one partof the people 
{: another , that they had: not only. :dif- 


ferent:Enſgns in War, but divers Garments, Colours, Nauclerus 


price ur ypoynr un. nout _ 
guiſhed by [certain | motions. oft Fingers: and 
Mouths. And being thusd! , the Animoſj- 
ties remained, after the firſt cauſe was removed; and 
notwithſtanding all attempts/made toward a pacifica- 
tion ;- they parſued ond another. with ſuch inveterate 


tb be diſtin. Enerat. 24- 


£t: ferme ar thternecionems certatun fit; ( faith 
an excolletc; Hiſteein) thae ir waned Arp 


univerſal ſlaughter. Thusitcontinued for above two 
Hutidred Years, arid; perhaps had «longer [contirwled, 
if.there nd not. bedn forte: ottier 'wayr.taken forthe 
cms of AE _— Aucha; long cur- 
rent; Ot: Years pernicious. | . 

was put.in roſecutian by\ Pope Clement the. 6th.. who 
orrddined, that the naines. of the-Guelfs and Gikellines 
{ſhould be held accurſed; and thoſe be: excommunics- 
'ted that. {bould uſe. ——_— of go ee and poet: 
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- ebay etl your /tmerfienes/ and 

of theProphers Jes phrite) wig Dd fs 
Fueling wamie that ſhall wot be tat off, Wai.” 6. 57 "This 
will ſecure re your Eſtates, entail -a Bleſſing upon them 
and your poſterities, as we are aſſured, Pſ.z 5.2.6: I have 


not NB —_— (or poor LperpuiovAn od 
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3: Let me recomend to you —_— 
nrtviamencs Thiot chick my ſelf the ratt 
take notice of, ſince if what has been fs the 
 prodtce inſome Societies, ſhould be transfer & into alt; - 
and 


Abaſuerus was no leſs generous in the liberty 
he gave his Gueſts, by a Law that none did Compel, 
than in the plenty and abundance he entertained 
them with, E/ther 1. 7, 8. And-I think he pays 
very dear for his Meat and Drintthar _ 
ſpoiled of, or denied that Liberty ; and can purchaſe 
his admiſſion into the Company at no leſs a price 
than the loſs of his reaſen and innocence; and 
to make himſelf raljiculous to--nen ; and hateful 
to God. | : 9g 

Therefore ſince Charity amongſt your ſelves, 
and Charity to others, is what you propound to 
your ſelves, and declare to others to your 
Deſign in your Society, let it be your Care fo 
to manage it, that this ſo excellent an end may 
not be fruſtrated, and you loſe the Company, and 
that be deprived of the beſt members of it ; I 
mean ſuch as are truly Sober and Vertuous, and 

ou in the concluſion bregk up that Society you: 

ve begun to Eſtabliſh; 8 
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